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Henri Gooren is a researcher and coordinator for the program Conversions 
Careers and Culture Politics in Pentecostalism: A Comparative Study in Four 
Continents at the Center IIMO for Intercultural Theology at Utrecht Univer-
sity. Gooren has researched Mormonism, Pentecostalism, Protestantism, 
and Roman Catholicism in Latin America, with a focus on conversion. He 
recently completed a book, Conversion Careers: Why People Become and 
Remain Religiously Active, and is currently writing a book dealing with 
competition for members between various religious groups in Nicaragua: 
charismatic Catholics, classical Pentecostals, Neo-Pentecostals, and Mor-
mons. From 1999 until 2004, he was a (senior) staff member at the Social 
Science Research Council of the Netherlands Organization for Scientific 
Research (NWO) in The Hague. Gooren studied cultural anthropology at 
Utrecht University (The Netherlands), specializing in religion, Latin America, 
and development issues. He received a PhD in anthropology in Utrecht.
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