
 

GALÁPAGOS & ECUADOR: 
BIODIVERSITY AND EVOLUTION  
STUDY ABROAD SUMMER 2027 

 
 
Join us for an unforgettable journey from the high Andes of mainland Ecuador to the remarkable Galápagos Islands, where 
some of the world’s most extraordinary biodiversity provides a living laboratory for studying ecology and evolution. Explore 
historic Quito, stand at the equator at Mitad del Mundo, and venture into an Andean cloud forest alive with hummingbirds and 
hundreds of species of birds. 
 
Then travel to the Galápagos and experience the landscapes and wildlife that helped transform our understanding of life on 
Earth. Visit the Charles Darwin Research Station, encounter giant tortoises in the Santa Cruz highlands, explore cactus forests 
and coastal ecosystems at Tortuga Bay, and hike the volcanic landscape of Sierra Negra. Snorkel the waters of Los Túneles, La 
Lobería, Cerro Tijeretas, and Kicker Rock while experiencing the remarkable connections between the islands’ terrestrial and 
marine ecosystems. 
 
As we travel from mainland Ecuador to Santa Cruz, Isabela, and San Cristóbal, we will examine how geology, geography, 
isolation, and adaptation shape biodiversity. Students will compare continental and island ecosystems, explore the processes 
that generate unique species and communities, and consider the challenges of conserving these remarkable places. Come 
experience biodiversity and evolution in one of the world’s most extraordinary natural laboratories. 
 
DATES  
6 August–20 August (approx.) 



 
HOUSING 
The group will stay in hotels and hostels in Quito and on Santa Cruz, Isabela, and San Cristóbal islands. Students will stay in 
double- and triple-occupancy rooms. All accommodations will be arranged in advance through our local tour operator. 
 
COURSES 
Students are required to enroll in 3 credit hours during the program: 

PWS 150—Environmental Biology (3 credit hours) 
Participants may not take any other courses on this program, including BYU Online courses, without approval by the program 
director and ISP. 
 
COST 
$4,400–4,900 
Includes Latter-day Saint undergraduate full tuition (increased cost for graduate and non–Latter-day Saint students), 
accommodations, breakfast and some additional meals, professional and local guides, transportation within Ecuador and the 
Galápagos Islands, Galápagos airfare, entrance fees, and international health insurance coverage. 
 
Does not include airfare to and from Ecuador, preparation course tuition, some lunches and dinners, tips for guides, or 
personal expenses. 
 
TRAVEL 
Students are responsible for purchasing their own airfare to and from the program.  Airfare reservations must be made 
through BYU Travel.  Students should contact a BYU Travel agent. (801) 422-6293 | travel@byu.edu | 280 HRCB 
 
PREPARATION 
During the semester before departure, students are required to participate in a once-a-week preparation course (IAS 201R, 2 
credit hours). Part-time and non-BYU students will need to pay an additional tuition fee for enrolling in this prep class. BYU 
students are expected to keep all aspects of the BYU Honor Code and ISP rules during the program. 
 
International study programs are physically, emotionally, and mentally taxing and you must be in good health to participate. 
These programs often take place in locations that do not have the same level of safety and services in terms of transportation, 
living conditions, residential accommodations, food, public behavior, and policing that you may be used to on campus. If you 
have further questions or concerns on this, please see https://kennedy.byu.edu/isp-travel-policy.  
 
FUNDING SOURCES 
Regular BYU tuition scholarships, Pell Grants, and Federal Insured Student Loans may be applied to study abroad programs. 
Students who submit the financial aid section of the ISP application and who have a current FAFSA form on file at the Financial 
Aid Office (A-41 ASB) will be considered for a Study Abroad scholarship. Academic departments and colleges may assist with 
scholarships and grants. Private grants and scholarships outside of BYU may also assist (see kennedy.byu.edu/scholarships).  
 
APPLICATION PROCESS 
Students must be at least 18 years old.  Complete the online application at kennedy.byu.edu/apply. The application requires a 
$35 fee. Students will be notified via e-mail of their acceptance into the program. The first payment is due upon acceptance. 
Please refer to the 2021 Payment Information document (see kennedy.byu.edu/isp-forms/ISPpayments2021.pdf). 
Priority Deadline: 1 October 2026 
Application Deadline: 1 November 2026 
 
FACULTY 
Steve Petersen, Department of Plant and Wildlife Sciences. steve.petersen@byu.edu | (801) 422-4885 
April Hulet, Department of Plant and Wildlife Sciences. april.hulet@byu.edu | (801) 422-3929 
 
INTERESTED STUDENTS SHOULD CONTACT 
International Study Programs | 101 HRCB | (801) 422-3686 | isp@byu.edu | kennedy.byu.edu/isp 
 
PROGRAM ADJUSTMENTS 
International Study Programs (ISP) reserves the right to cancel this program, revise its offerings, or make any adjustments to 
the preliminary cost.  If it becomes necessary for ISP to cancel a program, all program payments made to BYU ISP will be 
refunded to the student’s BYU financial account.  ISP is the only office authorized to cancel any of its programs.   


