
VOICES OF OCEANIA:  
LISTENING AND STORYTELLING 
IN NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIA 
STUDY ABROAD GENERAL EDUCATION (SAGE) SPRING 2027 
 

 
 

Become a better listener and engaging storyteller as you spend seven weeks listening to and learning from Māori, Pacific Island, and 
Australian communities who use stories to transmit core values, sustain relationships, and connect people to place. We will be 
shepherded through New Zealand’s volcanic valleys and lush rainforests and through Australia’s iconic Outback and dazzling cities 
by local guides who have a deep understanding of the oral traditions and storytelling practices of Oceania’s diverse peoples. 
 
You will also learn how to share your own story as you patter through Hobbiton, twitch through Kāpiti Island Nature Reserve to 
glimpse endangered birds, cruise across Fiordland National Park’s spectacular Milford Sound, trek through the oldest tropical 
rainforest on earth, stargaze the Southern Cross from the Australian Outback, and wander through Sydney’s lit-up streets during its 
annual festival of light, music, and food. Your increased capacity to tell your own story will help you find meaning in your incredible 
experience, making this a truly transformative study abroad program. 
 
“Voices of Oceania” will be a physically active program, full of opportunities to explore the breathtaking landscapes of New Zealand 
and Australia. We will be floating beneath the glowworms of Waitomo Caves, swimming in the crystal-clear coastal bays of Abel 
Tasman National Park, sea-kayaking in Ōkārito Lagoon, hiking along wild stretches of the Tasman Sea coastline, snorkeling among 
the Great Barrier Reef’s coral gardens and 1,600 species of fish, and trailing an indigenous guide around Uluru. These awe-inspiring 
experiences in nature will deepen the community we create through sharing and listening to stories. 

 
DATES 
25 April–12 June 2027 
 
HOUSING 
Students will be housed in hotels and hostels. 
 
COURSES 
Students will register for 6 credit hours during the program in the following GE-credited courses:  



UNIV 215R—Topics in Literature (3 credit hours) 
UNIV 218R—Topics in Social Science (3 credit hours) 
Students may not take any other courses on this program, including BYU Online courses, without approval by the program 
director and ISP. 
 
COST 
$13,200–13,600 
 
Includes Latter-day-Saint undergraduate full tuition (increased cost for graduates and non–Latter-day-Saint students), all 
housing, travel within and between the program cities, and breakfasts.  
 
Does not include airfare, lunches and dinners, or any personal expenses such as attractions visited on personal time and 
souvenirs. 
 
TRAVEL 
Students are responsible for purchasing their own airfare to and from the program sites. Airline reservations must be made 
through BYU Travel. Students should contact a BYU Travel agent: BYU Travel | 280 HRCB | (801) 422-6293 | travel@byu.edu. 
 
PREPARATION 
Accepted students are required to participate in an international cross-cultural preparation course (IAS 201R, 1 credit hour). 
This evening course will be held on Tuesdays from 4:00–5:50 PM during the second block of the winter semester 2027. Part-
time BYU students and non-BYU students pay an additional tuition fee.  
 
International study programs are physically, emotionally, and mentally demanding, so you must be in good health to 
participate. These programs often take place in locations that do not have the same level of safety and services in terms of 
transportation, living conditions, residential accommodations, food, public behavior, and policing that you may be used to on 
campus. If you have further questions or concerns on this, please see https://kennedy.byu.edu/isp-travel-policy. 
 
FUNDING SOURCES 
Regular BYU tuition scholarships, Pell Grants, and Federal Insured Student Loans may be applied to Study Abroad programs. 
Students who submit the financial aid section of the ISP application and who have a current FAFSA form on file at the 
Financial Aid Office (A-41 ASB) will be considered for a Study Abroad scholarship. Academic departments and colleges may 
also assist with scholarships and grants. Private grants and scholarships outside of BYU may also assist (see 
kennedy.byu.edu/scholarships). Scholarships are not applied until the last payment is due. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS 
Students must be 18 years of age or older to participate. Complete the online application at kennedy.byu.edu/apply. A non-
refundable $35 application fee is required. Applicants will be interviewed once the application is complete. Students will be 
notified via e-mail of their acceptance into the program. The first payment is due upon acceptance; please refer to the 
Payment Information page. 
Priority Deadline: 1 November 2026 
Application Deadline: 1 December 2026 

 
FACULTY 
Mat Duerden, Professor of Experience Design and Management: W435 TNRB | (801) 422-3834 | duerden@byu.edu 
Jamin Rowan, Associate Professor of English: 4143 JFSB | (801) 422-8968 | jamin_rowan@byu.edu 
 
SCHEDULE AND TIME COMMITMENT 
Students will be home in time for summer term internships. There will be some follow-up work that will be due by the end of 
spring term. 
 
INTERESTED STUDENTS SHOULD CONTACT 
International Study Programs 
101 HRCB | (801) 422-3686 
isp@byu.edu | kennedy.byu.edu/isp 
 
PROGRAM ADJUSTMENTS 
International Study Programs (ISP) reserves the right to cancel this program, revise its offerings, or make any adjustments to 
the preliminary cost. If it becomes necessary for ISP to cancel a program, all program payments made to BYU ISP will be 
refunded to the student’s BYU Financial account. ISP is the only office authorized to cancel any of its programs. 
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