
Scandinavian Studies careers use language, cultural knowledge, and research skills 
for work in translation, education, museums, libraries, government, publishing, and 
international business.

Top Career Paths & Employers
Scandinavian Studies students make an impact in a wide range of fields, including:

	■ Family History – Ancestry, BYU Center for Family History and Genealogy, FamilySearch, Utah State Archives and 
Records Service, National Archives, Utah Historical Society

	■ Translating & Interpreting – Lionbridge, JTG, Inc., InterSources Inc.
	■ Museums – National Nordic Museum, American Swedish Institute, American Swedish Historical Museum, Museum 

of Danish America, BYU MOA, Smithsonian, Utah Museum of Fine Arts, Utah Museum of Contemporary Art
	■ Libraries – National Nordic Museum Library, Church History Library, Library of Congress, Nord Library at the 

American Swedish Historical Museum
	■ Policy & Government – U.S. Department of State, U.S. embassies and consulates in Scandinavia (Denmark, Norway, 

Sweden) 
	■ International Business (headquartered in Scandinavia) – Maersk, Spotify, Novo Nordisk, Ericsson, Volvo Group, 

Equinor
	■ Education, Student Affairs, and Research – BYU, University of Utah, Utah State University, Utah Valley University, 

Weber State University

Top Internships
Internships are a good way to gain experience, establish networks, and learn about the job market.

	■ Scandinavia Internships
	■ Kennedy Center Internship Database
	■ BYU Family History On-Campus Employment
	■ Church History Library
	■ FamilySearch
	■ Utah State Archives & Records Service

Top Experiential Learning Opportunities
Gain hands-on experience beyond the classroom through meaningful involvement.

	■ Study Abroad
	■ Challenge Exam
	■ Scandinavian Student Academic Association
	■ Scandinavian Choir
	■ Scandinavian Studies Lectures
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•	 Map out your career path
•	 Explore career options
•	 Strengthen resumes, cover 

letters, and CVs
•	 Prepare for interviews
•	 Connect with employers 

and graduate programs

Top Skills
Career-ready skills developed in this minor.

	■ Language study → translate, interpret, and communicate across languages 
in professional settings.

	■ Historical research → analyze records and contribute to archives, 
museums, libraries, and genealogy.

	■ Cultural analysis → interpret texts, media, and traditions for education, 
publishing, and public history.

	■ Discussion and presentation → lead discussions, explain ideas clearly, and 
work effectively with teams.

	■ Independent projects → manage deadlines, solve problems, and deliver 
high-quality work.

Top Resources
Additional resources to support your academic and career development.

	■ BYU Scholarships
	▶ Experiential Learning Funds
	▶ Loftur Bjarnason Endowment for the Advancement of Scandinavian 

Studies
	▶ Travel Scholarships
	▶ Wheatley Scholars
	▶ Other Scholarships

	■ Critical Language Scholarship
	■ Boren Awards 
	■ American-Scandinavian Foundation (ASF) Fellowships
	■ Fulbright U.S. Student Program

Top Grad Schools
Possible graduate pathways for Scandinavian Studies students.

	■ MA and PhD in Scandinavian/Nordic Studies – University of Washington, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Berkeley, UCLA

	■ Public Policy (MPA/MPP) – Georgetown, Harvard, Johns Hopkins, 
Columbia, Princeton, Tufts, George Washington, American, Chicago, 
Syracuse, George Mason, APSIA (association of IR grad schools for 
diplomacy, development, policy, econ) 

	■ Museum Studies – Harvard Extension, Johns Hopkins, University of 
Washington, CUNY

Consider combining Scandinavian Studies with a complementary major or skill set 
(e.g., public health, political science, data analysis, or business).
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