
International Relations cultivates a deep understanding of global political and economic 
systems while preparing students for careers in policy, diplomacy, law, nonprofit, and 
international business.

Top Career Paths & Employers
Leading career pathways and employers in global affairs.

	■ Government, Diplomacy, & Public Service
	▶ State Department, Department of Commerce, Treasury Department
	▶ International Organizations – NATO, OSCE, UN, World Bank, IMF, WTO, EU, OECD 
	▶ Congressional Staff and Committees – House of Representatives, Senate, HFAC, SFRC, HASC, SASC, CRS, GAO, 

CBO, House Ways and Means, Senate Finance
	▶ Intelligence and National Security Agencies – CIA, NSA, DIA, NGA, ODNI, NCTC, DHS, FBI
	▶ Pathways Program (federal jobs across agencies) 

	■ Business – Management, Marketing, Data Analysis, Supply Chain, Technology, etc.
	▶ Finance - Goldman Sachs, Morgan Stanley, JPMorgan
	▶ Corporate - Amazon, Qualtrics, Fidelity, Google, Microsoft, Boeing, BlackRock
	▶ Communications & Digital Media – Edelman, FleishmanHillard, USAGM
	▶ International Trade, Logistics, & Supply Chain – CBP, Boeing, FedEx, UPS, Maersk
	▶ Consulting – McKinsey, BCG, Bain, Deloitte, KPMG, EY, PwC (joining BYU Consulting Assoc is helpful)

	■ Law – Law firms, U.S. Department of Justice, International Court of Justice, International Criminal Court, 
International Committee of the Red Cross, international courts / tribunals, NGOs 

	■ Nonprofit, International Development, & International Nongovernmental Organizations
	▶ Nonprofit – United Way, Utah Refugee Connection, Human Rights Watch, Freedom House, Search for Common 

Ground
	▶ Development – Latter-day Saint Charities, Chemonics International, DAI Global, Deloitte, Abt Associates, RTI 

International, Tetra Tech    
	▶ International Nongovernmental Organizations – Oxfam, CARE International, Save the Children, IRC, Mercy 

Corps, ICRC, CRS 
	■ Think Tanks, Research, & Political Risk Analysis – Chatham House, Bruegel, CEPS, Brookings Institution, CSIS, Kem 

C. Gardner Policy Institute, International Crisis Group
	■ State & Local Government – Utah State Government, Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget, local government 

roles
	■ Language Translation, Teaching & Cultural Exchange – State Department, UN Language Careers, Fulbright ETA, 

Peace Corps, JET Program, EPIK, TAPIF, NALCAP, IIE, World Learning
	■ Global Health – WHO, CDC, Gates Foundation, PATH, CHAI  

Exploring Careers in

INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS

https://www.state.gov/
https://www.commerce.gov/work-with-us/careers
https://home.treasury.gov/about/careers-at-treasury
https://www.nato.int/en
https://www.osce.org/
https://www.un.org/en/
https://www.worldbank.org/ext/en/home
https://www.imf.org/en/home
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/vacan_e/career_e.htm
https://european-union.europa.eu/live-work-study/jobs-and-traineeships-eu-institutions_en
https://www.oecd.org/en/about/careers.html
http://house.gov/employment/positions-with-members-and-committees
https://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/visiting/h_multi_sections_and_teasers/employment.htm
http://house.gov/employment/positions-with-members-and-committees
https://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/visiting/h_multi_sections_and_teasers/employment.htm
http://house.gov/employment/positions-with-members-and-committees
https://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/visiting/h_multi_sections_and_teasers/employment.htm
https://www.loc.gov/careers/
https://www.gao.gov/about/careers
https://www.cbo.gov/about/careers
http://house.gov/employment/positions-with-members-and-committees
https://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/visiting/h_multi_sections_and_teasers/employment.htm
https://www.cia.gov/careers
https://www.nsa.gov/careers
https://www.dia.mil/dia-careers
https://www.intelligence.gov/
https://www.intelligence.gov/careers
https://apply.intelligencecareers.gov/
https://www.dhs.gov/homeland-security-careers
https://fbijobs.gov/special-agents?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22295396297&gbraid=0AAAAADd8NOAH70j2-TJRjm_WEfp_ckTP3&gclid=CjwKCAjwzevPBhBaEiwAplAxvmYKArW_gBy7Sx2_uk5T79iHXfc4MxI1off_J5GWz3SrjRKcGVnB0RoC9CkQAvD_BwE
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/hiring-information/students-recent-graduates/
https://www.goldmansachs.com/careers/students/programs-and-internships
https://www.morganstanley.com/people?cid=ppc-359695231:4290014304:43053089898:635888975&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=359695231&gbraid=0AAAAADo3gWHCSUkYFZthwLyXnsVBnz9D1&gclid=CjwKCAjw-8vPBhBbEiwAoA39WohL5iOMV_rCH22FmyiwGscQTDIJ9e5-A8rzZ-w2MQ66i-NJFTrFRBoCbXUQAvD_BwE
https://www.jpmorganchase.com/careers/explore-opportunities/students-and-graduates
https://www.amazon.jobs/en/
https://www.qualtrics.com/careers/us/en/provo
https://jobs.fidelity.com/en/
https://www.google.com/about/careers/applications/jobs/results
https://careers.microsoft.com/v2/global/en/home.html
https://jobs.boeing.com/search-jobs
https://careers.blackrock.com/
https://www.edelman.com/careers
https://fleishmanhillard.com/join-us
https://www.usagm.gov/work-with-us/careers
https://careers.cbp.gov/
https://www.boeing.com/company/careers
https://careers.fedex.com/
https://www.jobs-ups.com/us/en
https://www.maersk.com/careers
https://www.mckinsey.com/
https://www.bcg.com/
https://www.bain.com/
https://www.deloitte.com/us/en/careers/careers.html
https://www.kpmguscareers.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=kpmg_careers&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22894781973&gbraid=0AAAAADEgF5DL61E-AZBbkhzH1M7AwkPnI&gclid=CjwKCAjwpK3SBhASEiwAtV1SPNErMfVHtY44KlxG3Hc-mi2nGYLj965zdw_z2ySDPcJrD8kLh5dBERoCVw4QAvD_BwE
https://www.ey.com/en_us/careers
https://www.pwc.com/us/en/careers.html
https://marriott.byu.edu/strat/get-involved/organizations/mcc/
https://www.justice.gov/careers/search-opportunities
https://www.icj-cij.org/employment
https://www.icc-cpi.int/jobs
https://careers.icrc.org/go/All-Jobs/3807301/
https://unitedwayuc.org/jobs-and-internships/
https://serverefugees.org/serve/
https://www.hrw.org/careers
https://freedomhouse.org/careers
https://sfrgorg.rec.pro.ukg.net/SEA1506SFCG/JobBoard/4cbb4f6e-0c88-42f6-86d6-6570baa7090b/?q=&o=postedDateDesc
https://sfrgorg.rec.pro.ukg.net/SEA1506SFCG/JobBoard/4cbb4f6e-0c88-42f6-86d6-6570baa7090b/?q=&o=postedDateDesc
https://philanthropies.churchofjesuschrist.org/humanitarian-services/
https://www.chemonics.com/careers/
https://www.dai.com/careers/career-areas
https://www.deloitte.com/us/en/careers/careers.html
https://www.abtglobal.com/careers
https://www.rti.org/careers
https://www.rti.org/careers
https://www.tetratech.com/careers/
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/about-us/careers/
https://www.care.org/careers/
https://www.savethechildren.org/us/about-us/careers
https://careers.rescue.org/us/en/
https://www.mercycorps.org/careers
https://www.mercycorps.org/careers
https://careers.icrc.org/go/All-Jobs/3807301/
https://www.crs.org/about-us/careers
https://www.chathamhouse.org/
https://www.bruegel.org/
https://www.ceps.eu/
https://www.brookings.edu/
https://www.csis.org/
https://gardner.utah.edu/
https://gardner.utah.edu/
https://jobs.crisisgroup.org/
https://www.utah.gov/employment/
https://gopb.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/2025_10_30-GOPB-Fellowship-Program-Flyer-2.pdf
https://www.state.gov/about-us-ols
https://www.un.org/dgacm/en/content/language-careers
https://us.fulbrightonline.org/
https://www.peacecorps.gov/ways-to-serve/service-assignments/browse-opportunities/peace-corps-volunteer
https://jetprogramusa.org/how-to-apply
https://epik.go.kr/web/epik/contents/Apply
https://epik.go.kr/web/epik/contents/Apply
https://www.educacionfpydeportes.gob.es/eeuu/convocatorias-programas/convocatorias-eeuu/nalcap/applying-program.html
https://www.iie.org/careers
https://www.worldlearninginc.org/careers
https://www.who.int/careers
https://jobs.cdc.gov/
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/about/careers
https://www.path.org/who-we-are/careers/
https://www.clintonhealthaccess.org/join-our-team/


Top Internships
Internships are a good way to gain experience, establish networks, and learn about the job 
market.

	■ BYU Programs
	▶ Washington Seminar – junior or senior year; strong job networking 

pipeline
	▶ United Nations, European Union Traineeships, NATO
	▶ Kennedy Center Internship Database
	▶ Kennedy Center ISP
	▶ Ballard Center

	■ Competitive Internships

Top Experiential Learning Opportunities
Gain hands-on experience beyond the classroom through meaningful involvement.

	■ Student organizations – SIS, FSSO, NSSA, PAS, GBSA
	■ Beyond BYU – visit DC to meet with employers
	■ Student Journals – SIGMA and BYU Pre-Law Review
	■ BYU Model WHO, BYU Model EU, BYU Model UN
	■ Diplomacy Lab – Poli 379R
	■ Be a research assistant and participate in the Mary Lou Fulton Conference
	■ BYU Global Business Center International Case Competitions

Top Skills
Career-ready skills developed in this major.

	■ Advanced language & cross-cultural communication → negotiation, 
diplomacy, global collaboration

	■ Global political & economic analysis → policy analysis, geopolitical risk, 
strategic decision-making

	■ Research & analytical skills → data analysis, intelligence gathering, problem 
solving

	■ Professional writing & communication → policy briefs, reports, persuasive 
writing 

	■ Interdisciplinary & global thinking → systems thinking, navigating complex 
international issues across sectors

Top Resources
Additional resources to support your academic and career development.

	■ BYU funding – Wheatley Scholars, Experiential Learning Funds
	■ Competitive Scholarships

Top Grad Schools
Common graduate pathways for IR careers.

	■ Policy (MA, MPP, MPA, etc.) – Georgetown, Johns Hopkins, Harvard, 
Columbia, Princeton, Tufts, George Washington, American, Chicago, 
Stanford, LSE – MSc IR, MSc IPE, APSIA (association of IR grad schools for 
diplomacy, development, policy, econ)

	■ Law – Georgetown, NYU, Harvard, BYU, Yale, Columbia, Stanford, George 
Washington, American, Chicago, Tufts

	■ MBA (after 2–5 years of work experience) – BYU, Harvard, Duke, Stanford, 
Yale, Chicago, Columbia, MIT, NYU, London Business School, Wharton

	■ MPH in Global Health – Washington, Emory, NYU, Johns Hopkins, Harvard

Meet with your 
Career Director 
at least once each 

year to stay on track 
with your goals.

Meet with your 
career director

Access a digital version 
of this document with 

clickable links

Kathryn Glenn
kathryn.glenn@byu.edu

273 HRCB
(801) 422-3548

•	 Map out your career path
•	 Explore career options
•	 Strengthen resumes, cover 

letters, and CVs
•	 Prepare for interviews
•	 Connect with employers 

and graduate programs

https://washingtonseminar.byu.edu/
https://kennedy.byu.edu/european-studies/un-eu-nato
https://kennedy.byu.edu/internships/search?g0=0000018c-f542-dd6d-ad9e-f5cb91980000
https://kennedy.byu.edu/find-your-program?g2=00000180-19ab-d2d1-ade4-5bfba9bd0000
https://ballardcenter.byu.edu/social-impact-projects
https://kennedy.byu.edu/sis
https://kennedy.byu.edu/fsso
https://nssa.byu.edu/
https://byupas.byu.edu/
https://marriott.byu.edu/gbc/academics/clubs/
https://politicalscience.byu.edu/what-is-beyond-byu
https://sigma.byu.edu/sigma
https://ppa.byu.edu/prelawreview
https://kennedy.byu.edu/model-eu
https://kennedy.byu.edu/model-un
https://fultonconference.byu.edu/
https://marriott.byu.edu/gbc/academics/competitions
https://wheatley.byu.edu/student-scholars
https://kennedy.byu.edu/american-studies/experiential-learning-funds
https://sfs.georgetown.edu/ms-foreign-service
https://policy.sais.jhu.edu/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvard_Kennedy_School
https://www.sipa.columbia.edu/
https://spia.princeton.edu/
https://fletcher.tufts.edu/
https://elliott.gwu.edu/
https://www.american.edu/sis/
https://harris.uchicago.edu/academics/degrees/master-public-policy-mpp
https://fsi.stanford.edu/masters-degree
https://www.lse.ac.uk/study-at-lse/graduate/msc-international-relations
https://www.lse.ac.uk/study-at-lse/graduate/msc-international-political-economy
https://apsia.org/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/
https://www.law.nyu.edu/
https://hls.harvard.edu/
https://law.byu.edu/
https://law.yale.edu/
https://www.law.columbia.edu/
https://law.stanford.edu/
https://www.law.gwu.edu/
https://www.law.gwu.edu/
https://www.american.edu/wcl/
https://www.law.uchicago.edu/
https://fletcher.tufts.edu/
https://marriott.byu.edu/mba/
https://www.hbs.edu/mba
https://www.fuqua.duke.edu/
https://www.gsb.stanford.edu/programs/mba
https://som.yale.edu/programs/mba
https://www.chicagobooth.edu/mba
https://academics.business.columbia.edu/mba
https://mitsloan.mit.edu/mba/explore-program
https://www.stern.nyu.edu/programs-admissions/full-time-mba
https://www.london.edu/masters-degrees/mba
https://www.wharton.upenn.edu/
https://sph.washington.edu/program/mph-global-health
https://sph.emory.edu/degrees-programs/mph/global-health
https://publichealth.nyu.edu/master-public-health/concentrations/global-health
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/academics/mph
https://hsph.harvard.edu/degrees-and-programs/
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