
A degree that develops regional expertise, language skills, and cross-cultural 
understanding while preparing students for graduate study and careers such as law, 
business, government, healthcare, development, journalism, academia, and public 
service.

Top Career Paths & Employers
Leading career pathways and employers for Latin American Studies graduates.

	■ Development & Nonprofit – IDB, Inter-American Dialogue, Peace Corps, United Way, IRC, Utah Refugee 
Connection, Human Rights Watch, CARE International, WOLA

	■ Law (immigration, human rights, international trade, civil rights) – U.S. Department of Justice, RAICES, KIND, 
Amnesty International, Amazon Watch, ACLU

	■ Medicine – Intermountain Healthcare, community health organizations, medical practices, hospitals, and global/
public health programs

	■ Government, Diplomacy, & Public Service
	▶ State Department, Department of Commerce, DHS, FBI, USCIS, and other government branches
	▶ Pathways Program (federal jobs across agencies) 
	▶ International Organizations – NATO, OSCE, UN, World Bank, IMF, WTO, EU, OECD 
	▶ Consular Fellows Program

	■ Business – Consulting, finance, international strategy, corporate social responsibility, and Latin America–focused 
markets

	▶ Consulting – McKinsey, BCG, Bain, Big 4 (joining BYU Consulting Assoc is highly recommended)
	▶ Finance – Goldman Sachs, Morgan Stanley, JPMorgan
	▶ Corporate – Amazon, Qualtrics, Fidelity, Google, Microsoft, Boeing, BlackRock

	■ Journalism & Editing – NACLA, InSight Crime, Latina Republic 
	■ Education – Higher education, public schools, bilingual education programs, ESL/ELL support, study abroad offices, 

academic advising, and student success programs

Top Internships
Internships are essential for gaining experience and securing post-graduate roles.

	■ BYU Programs – Washington Model OAS, Washington Seminar, Latin America: Self-Reliance Services, Kennedy 
Center Internship Database, Kennedy Center ISP, Ballard Center

	■ Community & Nonprofit – CENTRO de la Familia, Festival Latinoamericano Provo: Summer Internship Program, 
South Franklin Community Center, Timpview High School 

	■ Government & Policy – Congressional Hispanic Leadership Institute (CHLI), Pathways Program, State Department
	■ Healthcare – BYU Summer Pre-Medical Research Internship Program
	■ Media & Culture – Real Salt Lake, Latina Republic

Exploring Careers in

LATIN AMERICAN 
STUDIES
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Top Experiential Learning Opportunities
Gain hands-on experience beyond the classroom through meaningful involvement.

	■ Student associations – SALAS
	■ BYU Model OAS, BYU Model UN
	■ Student Journals – SIGMA and BYU Pre-Law Review
	■ Diplomacy Lab – Poli 379R
	■ Be a research assistant and participate in the Mary Lou Fulton Conference
	■ BYU Global Business Center International Case Competitions

Top Skills
Career-ready skills developed in this major.

	■ Advanced Spanish/Portuguese → multilingual collaboration, intercultural 
fluency

	■ Latin American political, historical & cultural analysis → regional expertise, 
contextual decision-making

	■ Research & analytical skills → critical thinking, interdisciplinary problem 
solving

	■ Professional writing & presentation → persuasive writing in English and 
other languages

	■ Interdisciplinary & global perspective → integrating culture, history, and 
politics to navigate complex issues

Top Resources
Additional resources to support your academic and career development.

	■ BYU Pre-Med Advisement Center
	■ Kennedy Research Fellows
	■ BYU Latino Alumni Chapter
	■ BYU ALPFA  
	■ Latin American Studies Events and News
	■ BYU funding – BYU Premed Scholarships, BYU Peace Corps Prep Program, 

Wheatley Scholars, Experiential Learning Funds, and Other Scholarships
	■ Competitive Scholarships

Top Grad Schools
Common graduate pathways for Latin American Studies students.

	■ Law – Georgetown, NYU, Harvard, BYU, Yale, Columbia, Stanford, George 
Washington, American, Chicago, Tufts, Virginia

	■ MBA (after 2–5 years of work experience) – BYU, Harvard, Duke, Stanford, 
Yale, Chicago, Columbia, MIT, NYU, London Business School, Wharton

	■ Medicine (MD, DO, PA)
	▶ MD – University of Utah, Texas Tech, University of Texas, Baylor, 

Arizona, Washington, Minnesota
	▶ DO – Rocky Vista, NOORDA, ICOM, Kansas City, Arizona, Des Moines
	▶ PA – Rocky Mountain, UVU, University of Utah, Touro, Arizona

	■ Dental – Roseman, UNLV, University of Utah, Midwestern, A.T. Still, Lake 
Erie, University of the Pacific

	■ Policy (MIA, MPP, MPA, etc.)
	▶ Georgetown, Johns Hopkins, Harvard, Columbia, Princeton, Tufts, 

George Washington, American, Chicago, Stanford, LSE – MSc IR, MSc 
IPE
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•	 Map out your career path
•	 Explore career options
•	 Strengthen resumes, cover 

letters, and CVs
•	 Prepare for interviews
•	 Connect with employers 

and graduate programs
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