
Asian Studies is an interdisciplinary degree that prepares students for careers in 
international business, government, medicine, education, translation, nonprofits, 
graduate study, and cultural institutions.

Top Career Paths & Employers
	■ Government, Diplomacy & Public Service – State Department, Customs & Border Protection, USAJOBS, State of 

Utah, World Trade Center Utah
	■ International Business, Trade, Supply Chain & banking – Amazon, Boeing, FedEx, UPS, Maersk
	■ Education, Curriculum, TESOL & Cultural Exchange – JET Program USA, EPIK Korea, Fulbright, Peace Corps, 

NALCAP Spain, TAPIF France, Berlitz, Institute of International Education, World Learning, BYU, U of U
	■ Translation, Localization & Language Services – UN, UN Language, Lionbridge, Smartling, State Department 

Consular Fellows, Intermountain Health, University of Utah Health
	■ Nonprofit, International Development & Human Rights – Human Rights Watch, Freedom House, Search for 

Common Ground, United Way, Utah Refugee Connection, World Bank, Asian Association of Utah / Refugee & 
Immigrant Center, Catholic Community Services of Utah, International Rescue Committee 

	■ Law, Justice & Human Rights Advocacy – Department of Justice, International Criminal Court, International Court 
of Justice, Human Rights Watch, Utah Legal Services, ACLU of Utah

	■ Museum, Library, Archives, Cultural Heritage & Research – Smithsonian, Library of Congress, The Met, Getty, 
Brookings, Utah Museums Association, Utah Museum of Fine Arts, BYU Museum of Art 

	■ Tech, Product, Localization, Advertising & Customer Success – Google, Microsoft, Amazon, Duolingo, Adobe, Qualtrics

Top Internships
	▶ Asian Studies Internship Database (internships in Asia)
	▶ Washington Seminar – junior or senior year; strong job networking pipeline
	▶ Ballard Center
	▶ Security and Policy –  State Department, CIA, Department of Commerce, FBI, DHS, and other government agencies
	▶ Foreign Service Internship Program
	▶ Foreign Policy – CFR, Brookings
	▶ International Rescue Committee

Top Experiential Learning Opportunities
	■ Asian Studies Study Abroad Database
	■ Asian Studies Other Opportunities

	▶ Cambodian Oral History Project
	▶ Language Immersion Student Residence (LISR)
	▶ Study Buddy Program
	▶ Mary Lou Fulton Conference, Asian Studies Student Symposium, Utah Conference on Undergraduate Research,  

SLCC Asia Conference

Exploring Careers in

ASIAN 
STUDIES
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	▶ Student Paper Awards
	▶ Submit a paper to The Thetean
	▶ Join Phi Alpha Theta
	▶ Obtain a Language Certificate
	▶ Asian Studies Student Journal
	▶ Kennedy Center Photo Contest
	▶ Submit your study abroad experience to The Experience Journal
	▶ Summer Immersive Courses at Ashoka University, India

	■ Asia Now Lecture Series
	■ Asian Studies Festivals
	■ China Conference
	■ Join a student association – see the Asian Studies Newsletter
	■ BYU Global Business Center International Case Competitions

Top Skills
	■ Competency in Asian languages & cross-cultural communication → 

translation, interpretation, localization, diplomacy, global collaboration
	■ Intercultural competency & regional expertise → navigating China, Japan, or 

Korea’s history, politics, culture, economics, society, and professional norms
	■ Communication & professional writing → reports, presentations, policy 

briefs, cultural analysis, persuasive writing, client-facing communication
	■ Agile thinking & interdisciplinary analysis → applying Asian Studies to 

politics, history, business, religion, literature, law, international relations, 
and emerging global issues

	■ Textual analysis, research & analytical skills → primary-source research, 
close reading, qualitative analysis, evidence-based problem solving, 
interpreting complex cultural and historical information

Top Resources
	■ Asian Studies Newsletter
	■ Fellowships and Scholarships

	▶ BYU funding: Wheatley Scholars, Experiential Learning Funds, and 
Other Scholarships

	▶ Junior Fellows Program at the Library of Congress, Luce Scholars 
Program, Princeton in Asia, Blakemore Freeman Fellowships, Yenching 
Academy, Schwarzman Scholars, Asia Foundation Development 
Fellows, Bridge to Asia Fellowship through the National Bureau of Asian 
Research, Council on Foreign Relations’ Fellowship, Other grants and 
financial aid 

Top Grad Schools
Policy (MIA, MPP, MPA, etc.) – Georgetown, Johns Hopkins, Harvard, 
Columbia, Princeton, Tufts, George Washington, American, Chicago, Stanford, 
LSE – MSc IR, MSc IPE, APSIA

	■ Law – Georgetown, NYU, Harvard, BYU, Yale, Columbia, Stanford, George 
Washington, American, Chicago, Tufts

	■ MBA (after 2–5 years of work experience) – BYU, Harvard, Duke, Stanford, 
Yale, Chicago, Columbia, MIT, NYU, London Business School, Wharton

	■ Asian Studies, East Asian Studies, Area Studies – Harvard, Stanford, 
Columbia, UC Berkeley

	■ Museums, Libraries, Archives, Cultural Heritage – Washington, Michigan, 
Illinois, Indiana

	■ Medicine – University of Utah, Texas Tech, University of Texas, Baylor, 
Arizona, Washington, Minnesota

Meet with your 
Career Director 
at least once each 

year to stay on track 
with your goals.

Meet with your 
career director

Access a digital version 
of this document with 

clickable links

Kathryn Glenn
kathryn.glenn@byu.edu

273 HRCB
(801) 422-3548

•	 Map out your career path
•	 Explore career options
•	 Strengthen resumes, cover 

letters, and CVs
•	 Prepare for interviews
•	 Connect with employers 

and graduate programs
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