
An interdisciplinary degree that prepares students for top graduate programs and for 
careers in law, business, government, healthcare, education, and more.

Top Career Paths
Long-term career directions and typical entry-level roles for American Studies graduates.

	■ Law (Attorney)
	▶ Legal Assistant / Paralegal (pre-law path)

	■ Government, Policy & Nonprofit (Analyst, Program Manager, Public Service)
	▶ Analyst (policy, research), Project Coordinator / Program Assistant  

	■ Healthcare & Medical Careers (Physician, Healthcare Administration)
	▶ Analyst (healthcare, research), Project Coordinator / Program Assistant (health orgs)

	■ Business & Marketing (Product Marketing Manager, Consultant, Entrepreneur)
	▶ Marketing & Communications Coordinator, Sales & Business Development, Analyst (business)

	■ Academia, Research & Writing (Professor, Research Fellow, Author)
	▶ Research Assistant, Analyst (research), Marketing & Communications (writing/editing roles)

Top Internships
Completing one or more internships is essential for gaining experience and standing out in the job market.

	■ American Studies Internship List and Kennedy Center Internship Database
	■ Washington Seminar – internship program in Washington, D.C. with strong networking opportunities
	■ Utah State Legislature Internships
	■ Intermountain Histories Internship
	■ Belonging Internship
	■ BYU On-Campus Internships
	■ Fellowships in the Governor’s Office

Top Experiential Learning Opportunities
Gain hands-on experience beyond the classroom through meaningful involvement.

	■ BYU Model United Nations
	■ BYU Model Organization of American States (MOAS)
	■ Faith, Cultural Renewal, & Leadership Seminar
	■ American Heritage Teaching Assistant Positions
	■ Publication opportunities (Intermountain Histories, Americana Student Journal)
	■ Research assistant positions and participation in the Mary Lou Fulton Conference
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https://kennedy.byu.edu/american-studies/internships
https://kennedy.byu.edu/internships/search?g0=00000199-1aff-d2e0-a5dd-7fffedcb0000
https://washingtonseminar.byu.edu/
https://utahstatelegislature.byu.edu/
https://www.intermountainhistories.org/internship-program
https://belonging.byu.edu/office-of-belonging-internship-become-a-belonging-intern
https://marriott.byu.edu/oci/
file:///C:/Users/mrdarcy/Box/Macshare/Projects/Advisement/Kathryn%20Glenn%20career%20things/Fellowships%20in%20the%20Governor’s%20Office%20|%20Governor%20Spencer%20J.%20Cox
https://kennedy.byu.edu/model-un
https://politicalscience.byu.edu/affiliates
https://socialsciences.byu.edu/faith-cultural-renewal-and-leadership-seminar
https://americanheritage.byu.edu/p/aboutthecourse
https://www.intermountainhistories.org/
https://kennedy.byu.edu/american-studies/student-journal
https://fultonconference.byu.edu/


Top Skills
Career-ready skills developed in this major.

	■ Self-directed learning and program development → initiative, project 
ownership, strategic planning

	■ Interdisciplinary research and subject expertise → qualitative research, 
synthesis, analysis

	■ Advanced analytical skills across contexts → data interpretation, pattern 
recognition, insight generation

	■ Clear and persuasive communication of complex ideas → writing, speaking, 
storytelling

Top Resources
Additional resources to support your academic and career development.

	■ Wheatley Scholars – Supports up to four semesters of undergraduate 
education at BYU

	■ Lu Ann Snyder Scholarship – Given to one undergrad American Studies 
student each year

	■ Woodhouse Public Policy Fellowship – Year-long professional and academic 
program in Washington, D.C.

	■ Charles Redd Center for Western Studies – Research funding and student 
employment

	■ Pathways Program – Federal jobs and internships across agencies
	■ Experiential Learning Funds – Submit application in winter semester
	■ Other Scholarships

Top Grad Schools
Graduate programs American Studies alumni have attended.

	■ Law (JD) – BYU, Harvard, University of Utah, University of Chicago
	■ Public Policy (MPP/MPA) – Harvard, Princeton, Georgetown, BYU, 

University of Utah
	■ MBA – Northwestern, BYU
	■ Academia/PhD – Tufts, Georgetown, Chicago, UC Berkeley, Stanford (fields 

include American Studies, Religious Studies, History, Cultural Studies)
	■ Medicine (MD) – University of Utah, Stanford  

Alumni Stories
Learn about some of the career journeys of American Studies graduates.

	■ kennedy.byu.edu/american-studies/alumni-stories
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•	 Map out your career path
•	 Explore career options
•	 Strengthen resumes, cover 

letters, and CVs
•	 Prepare for interviews
•	 Connect with employers 

and graduate programs

https://wheatley.byu.edu/student-scholars
https://kennedy.byu.edu/american-studies/scholarships-grants
https://tfas.org/programs/ppf/
https://reddcenter.byu.edu/
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/hiring-information/students-recent-graduates/
https://kennedy.byu.edu/american-studies/experiential-learning-funds
https://kennedy.byu.edu/scholarships
https://law.byu.edu/
https://hls.harvard.edu/
https://www.law.utah.edu/
https://www.law.uchicago.edu/
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/
https://spia.princeton.edu/
https://mccourt.georgetown.edu/
https://marriott.byu.edu/mpa/
https://mpa.utah.edu/
https://www.kellogg.northwestern.edu/
https://marriott.byu.edu/mba/
https://www.tufts.edu/graduate-programs
https://grad.georgetown.edu/programs/
https://grad.uchicago.edu/admissions/programs/
https://grad.berkeley.edu/admissions/our-programs/
https://gradadmissions.stanford.edu/explore-programs
https://medicine.utah.edu/
https://med.stanford.edu/
https://kennedy.byu.edu/american-studies/alumni-stories
mailto:kathryn.glenn%40byu.edu?subject=

