Exploring Careers in

AFRICANA
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Africana Studies prepares students for global, people-centered careers in public
health, law, policy, and international development by developing cultural competency,
analytical skills, and a deep understanding of race, inequality, and global systems.

Top Career Paths & Employers

Most roles require complementary skills (e.g., data analysis, public health, policy, or business) and/or graduate education.

Public Health — CDC (typically requires MPH, MPA, MPP, or related degree; consider PHAP, fellowships, ORISE)
Government & Foreign Service

» Intergovernmental organizations: UN, World Bank, IMF

» State Department, Pathways Program — Federal jobs and internships across agencies

» Utah State Government and local government

Think Tanks & Policy Research — Chatham House, Bruegel, CEPS, Brookings Institution, CSIS, Kem C. Gardner
Policy Institute

Law — law firms, U.S. Department of Justice, international courts / tribunals, NGOs

NGOs, Social Impact, & Healthcare: iPeace (post-graduation international development internship, Rwanda/DRC),
United Way, IRC, Intermountain Healthcare

International Development — World Bank, NGOs, and international development organizations

Top Internships

Completing one or more internships is essential to set yourself apart.

BYU Programs

» Francophone West Africa — Gain valuable work experience. Advanced French skills required.

» Malawi International Development — Work with an agricultural school on programs related to agriculture,
nutrition, public health, education, women's empowerment, and other areas.

» Washington Seminar — Fall or winter (typically senior year); combines coursework with DC internship and
networking for post-grad roles. Look for internships related to race, inequality, global development, public health,
international policy.

» Utah Global Diplomacy - Cultural exchange and nonprofit experience

» Kennedy Center Internship Database — Search for additional internships

» Ballard Center — Social impact and nonprofit-focused internships

Highly Competitive Internships

» Humanity in Action Fellowship — Human rights, race, social justice

» UNICEF - Global development and public health (UN system)

» Brookings — Policy research

» Council on Foreign Relations — Foreign policy and global affairs

» Foreign Service Internship Program



https://www.cdc.gov/infrastructure/media/pdfs/2026/03/CDC-Public-Health-Associate-Program_508-compliant.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/fellowships/php/index.html
https://orise.orau.gov/cdc/index.html
https://www.un.org/en/
https://www.worldbank.org/ext/en/home
https://www.imf.org/en/home
https://www.state.gov/
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/hiring-information/students-recent-graduates/
https://www.utah.gov/employment/
https://www.chathamhouse.org/
https://www.bruegel.org/
https://www.ceps.eu/
https://www.brookings.edu/
https://www.csis.org/
https://gardner.utah.edu/
https://gardner.utah.edu/
https://www.justice.gov/careers/search-opportunities
https://www.iphr-ipdh.org/join-us
https://unitedwayuc.org/jobs-and-internships/
https://careers.rescue.org/us/en/search-results
https://intermountainhealthcare.org/careers/join-our-team
https://www.worldbank.org/ext/en/careers
https://kennedy.byu.edu/isp-program/francophone-west-africa?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://kennedy.byu.edu/isp-program/malawi-international-development
https://washingtonseminar.byu.edu/
https://www.utahglobaldiplomacy.org/
https://kennedy.byu.edu/internships/search?g0=0000018c-f542-dd6d-ad9e-f5cb91980000
https://ballardcenter.byu.edu/social-impact-projects
https://humanityinaction.org/
https://www.unicef.org/careers/internships
https://www.brookings.edu/careers/internships/
https://www.cfr.org/career-opportunities/internships
https://careers.state.gov/interns-fellows/student-internships/foreign-service-internship-program/

Top Experiential Learning Opportunities
Gain hands-on experience beyond the classroom through meaningful involvement.

Meet with your
» Study Abroad and Field Study Programs Career Director
» Social and Cultural Transformation in Southern Africa
» Rwanda Global Health at |eost once GGCh
» Serengeti to Zanzibar: Swahili Language, History and Culture
» Morocco Field Study
» Campus and Research Opportunities
» Africana Cultures and Languages Association — student association
» Civil Rights Seminar - applications due early fall for winter semester
» BYU MLK Student Contest
» Faith, Cultural Renewal, & Leadership (FCR&Leadership) Seminar
» BYU Model UN
» Research Assistant opportunities and participation in the Mary Lou
Fulton Conference
» BYU Global Business Center International Case Competitions

Top Skills

Career-ready skills developed in this major.

year to stay on track
with your goals.

» Cross-cultural competency & cultural sensitivity > working effectively with
diverse populations in global and diaspora contexts

= Race & social systems analysis » understanding inequality, identity, and
societal structures across cultures

= Historical & global perspective » analyzing Africa and the diaspora to
inform international engagement

» Research & critical thinking » qualitative analysis, interdisciplinary
synthesis, problem-solving

» Career and global readiness » preparation for careers/grad study in public
health, law, development, business, and related fields

Top Resources

Additional resources to support your academic and career development.

» Khwezilomso Endowed Fund in Africana Studies — funding for Africana
Studies students

» BYU funding: Wheatley Scholars and Experiential Learning Funds (submit
winter semester)

» Competitive Scholarships
» The Public Interest Fellowship (TPIF) — DC and NY post-graduation

policy funding

» Koch Associate Program — DC and NY post-graduation policy fellowship
» DPickering Fellowship and Rangel Program — Foreign Service pipeline
» Fulbright U.S. Student Program — conduct research abroad

Top Grad Schools

Many Africana Studies students pursue graduate school to specialize their careers.

» APSIA — association of top IR grad schools (MPA, MPP, MIA, etc.) for
diplomacy, development, policy, econ

s Law — BYU, Georgetown, NYU

= MBA (after 2-5 years of work experience) — BYU, Harvard, Duke

For best outcomes, combine Africana Studies with a complementary major o skill set
(e.g., public health, political science, data analysis, or business).


https://kennedy.byu.edu/isp-program/social-and-cultural-transformation-in-southern-africa?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://kennedy.byu.edu/isp-program/global-engagement
https://kennedy.byu.edu/isp-program/serengeti-to-zanzibar
https://kennedy.byu.edu/isp-program/morocco-field-school
https://api.box.com/wopi/files/2218744837442/WOPIServiceId_TP_BOX_2/WOPIUserId_49048954978/African%20Cultures%20and%20Languages%20Association
https://socialsciences.byu.edu/faith-cultural-renewal-and-leadership-seminar
https://kennedy.byu.edu/africana-studies/news-events
https://socialsciences.byu.edu/faith-cultural-renewal-and-leadership-seminar
https://kennedy.byu.edu/model-un
https://fultonconference.byu.edu/
https://fultonconference.byu.edu/
https://marriott.byu.edu/gbc/academics/competitions
https://kennedy.byu.edu/0000017f-9991-dc95-adff-ddf7fda20001/khwezilomsoapplication2021-2022-1-pdf
https://wheatley.byu.edu/student-scholars
https://kennedy.byu.edu/africana-studies/experiential-learning-funds
https://publicinterestfellowship.org/programs/the-public-interest-fellowship-tpif/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://standtogetherfellowships.org/koch-associate-program
https://pickeringfellowship.org/
https://rangelprogram.org/
https://us.fulbrightonline.org/
https://apsia.org/
https://law.byu.edu/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/
https://www.law.nyu.edu/
https://marriott.byu.edu/mba/
https://www.hbs.edu/mba
https://www.fuqua.duke.edu/
mailto:kathryn.glenn%40byu.edu?subject=

