BY U K e nn e d y C e n te r International Relations

Major 2025-2026
ACADEMIC ADVISEMENT

61-87 Credit Hours

Major Requirements

Course ‘ Course Title ‘ Hours ‘ Projected Semester Offerings

Courses cannot double count between the different requirements in the major unless otherwise noted. Students majoring in International Relations may not
pursue minors in Economics, Political Science, or International Strategy and Diplomacy because of the course overlap between International Relations and
those minors.

Requirement 1: Complete 1 Course

POLI 150 Comparative Government & Politics 3.0 Fall, Winter

POLI 250 Principles of Comparative Politics 3.0 Fall, Winter
Requirement 2: Complete 1 Course

POLI 170 Introduction to International Politics 3.0 Fall, Winter

POLI 270 Principles of International Relations 3.0 Fall, Winter
Requirement 3: Complete 4 Courses

ECON 110 Economic Principles and Problems 3.0 Contact Department

GEOG 120 Geography and World Affairs 3.0 All Semesters/Terms

MATH 112 Calculus 1 4.0 All Semesters/Terms

POLI 200 Political Inquiry 4.0 Fall, Winter

Requirement 4: Complete 1 of 2 Courses
STDEV 317 and STDEV 318 may be substituted here.

IAS 300 Professional Development in International Studies 1.0 Fall, Witner

ECON 210 Career Preparation Seminar 1.0 Contact Department

Requirement 5: Complete 1 of 2 Options

Option 5.1 - Complete 2 Courses

Note: ECON 388 can double count for an elective under specialization track 12.2 or 12.7.
ECON 378 Statistics for Economists 3.0 Contact Department

ECON 388 Introduction to Econometrics 3.0 Contact Department

Option 5.2 - Complete 1 Course
POLI 300 Statistical Analysis ‘ 4.0 ‘ Fall, Winter
Requirement 6: Complete 2 Courses

ECON 380 Intermediate Microeconomic Theory 1 3.0 Contact Department

ECON 381 Intermediate Macroeconomics 3.0 Contact Department

Requirement 7: Complete 1 Course

ECON 431 Economic Development 3.0 Contact Department
ECON 432 Economic Growth 3.0 Contact Department
ECON 440 Natural Resources & Environmental Economics 3.0 Contact Department
ECON 458 International Trade Theory & Applications 3.0 Contact Department
ECON 459 International Monetary Theory 3.0 Contact Department
ECON 478 Game Theory & Economics 3.0 Contact Department
Requirement 8: Complete 2 of 14 Courses
POLI 376 US Foreign Policy 3.0 Fall, Winter
HIST 393 US Foreign Relations 3.0 Contact Department
POLI 340 Democracy and Autocracy 3.0 Contact Department
POLI 341 European Politics 3.0 Fall
POLI 343 Designing Democracy: Constitutional Design for Democratic Governance 3.0 Fall Odd Years
POLI 344 Comparative Political Economy 3.0 Contact Department
POLI 345 Comparative Parties and Elections 3.0 Contact Department
POLI 346 Southeast Asian Politics 3.0 Winter Odd Years
POLI 347 Russia/Former Soviet Politics 3.0 Winter
POLI 352 African Politics 3.0 Fall
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POLI 353 China: Government and Politics 3.0 Winter

POLI 357 Middle East Politics 3.0 Fall, Winter
POLI 358 Latin American Politics 3.0 Contact Department
POLI 475 Civil Wars and Ethnic Violence 3.0 Contact Department

Requirement 9: Complete 1 Course

POLI 372 International Political Economy 3.0 Contact Department
POLI 373 International Law 3.0 Contact Department
POLI 375 International Organizations 3.0 Contact Department
POLI 376 U.S. Foreign Policy 3.0 Fall, Winter
POLI 377 National Security Affairs 3.0 Contact Department
POLI 378 International Conflict 3.0 Contact Department

Requirement 10: Complete 1 Course
Only MESA 495, POLI 350, or POLI 370 can fulfill the GE Advanced Written and Oral Communication requirement when coupled with Poli 200.
Students may complete POLI 350 or POLI 370 before their senior year.

POLI 350 Research Project in Comparative Politics 3.0 Fall, Winter
POLI 370 Research Project in International Relations 3.0 Fall, Winter
MESA 495 Senior Seminar in Middle East Studies 3.0 Fall, Winter
LT AM 495 Senior Seminar in Latin American Studies 3.0 Fall, Winter
ASIAN 495 Capstone in Asian Studies 1.0 All Semesters/Terms

Requirement 11: Complete 1 of 30 Courses

Achieve proficiency in a modern foreign language. In addition to the courses listed below, students can fulfill this requirement with a 330-level
language course in dozens of other less commonly taught languages. Visit the Kennedy Center Advisement Office (273 HRCB) or the IR program
website (https://kennedy.byu.edu/international-relations) for a current list of approved substitutes. See the Center for Language Studies website
(https://cls.byu.edu/) for course availability. International students who speak English as a second language should visit the Kennedy Center
Advisement Office to have this requirement waived.

ARAB 302 Newspaper Arabic 4.0 Fall
BULGN 330 Cultural History of Bulgaria 3.0 Contact Department
CHIN 302 Third-Year Mandarin 4.0 Fall, Winter
CZECH 330 Cultural History of Czech Republic 3.0 Contact Department
DANSH 330 Advanced Language Proficiency Through Cultural Studies: Danish 3.0 Fall
DUTCH 330 Advanced Language Proficiency Through Cultural Studies: Dutch 3.0 Contact Department
FINN 340 Finnish Literature 3.0 Winter Odd Years
FREN 321 Advanced French Part 1 3.0 Fall, Winter, Summer
FREN 340 Introduction to Literary Analysis 3.0 Fall, Winter
GERM 301 German Cultural History 3.0 Fall, Winter, Spring
HUNG 330 Cultural History of Hungary 3.0 Contact Department
ICLND 429 0Old Icelandic Language and Literature 3.0 Winter Odd Years
INDON 330 Advanced Language Proficiency Through Cultural Studies: Indonesian 3.0 Contact Department
ITAL 321 Advanced Language Skills Part 1 3.0 Fall, Winter, Summer
ITAL 340 Introduction to Italian Literature 3.0 Fall, Winter
JAPAN 321 Advanced Japanese 1: Current Events 3.0 Fall, Winter, Spring
KOREA 302 Third-Year Korean 2 4.0 Fall, Winter
NORWE 340 Norwegian Literature 3.0 Winter Even Years
POLSH 330 Cultural History of Poland 3.0 Contact Department
PORT 321 Third-Year Portuguese Reading, Grammar, and Culture 3.0 All Semesters/Terms
ROM 330 Advanced Language Proficiency Through Cultural Studies: Romanian 3.0 Contact Department
RUSS 321 Third-Year Russian Part 1 3.0 Fall
RUSS 330 Cultural History of Russia 3.0 Fall, Winter
SPAN 321 Third-Year Spanish Reading, Grammar, and Culture 3.0 All Semesters/Terms
SWED 330 Advanced Language Proficiency Through Cultural Studies: Swedish 3.0 Fall
TAGAL 330 Advanced Language Proficiency Through Cultural Studies: Filipino, 3.0 Contact Department
Tagalog
THAI 330 Advanced Language Proficiency Through Cultural Studies: Thai 3.0 Contact Department
TWI 330 Advanced Language Proficiency Through Cultural Studies: Twi 3.0 Contact Department
UKRAI 330 Cultural History of Ukraine 3.0 Contact Department
VIET 330 Advanced Language Proficiency Through Cultural Studies: Vietnamese 3.0 Contact Department
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Requirement 12: Complete 1 of 8 tracks. Choose 1 track and complete 4 courses in that track

Specializations: Choose and complete one of the following tracks. Courses above cannot double count for any specialization track unless
otherwise noted. With the prior approval of the International Relations faculty coordinator, a student may use 3 hours of IAS 399R (any

semester/term) or IAS 351R (winter semester only) toward their specialization track.

Requirement 12.1,12.3, 12.4, 12.6: Students are strongly encouraged to take at least one history course and one political science course.
Requirement 12.2: Students are strongly encouraged to take at least two economics courses and one course from another discipline. Students should take ECON 378/388

to fulfill Requirement 5. ECON 388 will double count to fulfill one course in this track. POLI 304 may substitute for ECON 478.

Requirement 12.5: Students are strongly encouraged to take at least one history course. Note: HIST 242 and HIST 243 do not substitute here.
Requirement 12.7: Complete ECON 431 and 3 additional courses. Students are strongly encouraged to take at least one political science course. Students should take
ECON 378/388 to fulfill Requirement 5. ECON 431 cannot be double-counted for the 400-level economics course in the core in Requirement 7. ECON 388 will double count

to fulfill one course in this track.

12.1 - International Politics Track

12.2 - Political Economy Track

12.3 - Asian Politics & History Track

ANTHR 432 ECON 382,388,431,432,458,459,478 |ANTHR [348
COMMS 381, 382 GEOG 331 GEOG 272,273
GEOG 341 POLI 343,344,372, 444 HIST 231,337,338, 341, 344, 348
HIST 293,307,313,376,391, 393 12.5 - Middle Eastern Politics & History Track POLI 346, 348, 353, 385, 388
POLI 373,374,375,377,378, 384, ANTHR 340 12.6 - European Politics & History Track
472,475,476 GEOG 271 GEOG  |260,265
12.4 - Latin American Politics & History Track HIST 240, 241, 244 HIST 307,309, 312, 318, 323, 324, 325,
GEOG 255 MESA 350 327,328,331,332
HIST 252,326, 355, 356, 358 POLI 357,381,452,474 POLI 341,347,351, 384
POLI 358, 380 12.7 - Economic & Political Dvlpmnt Track 12.8 - African Politics & History Track
ECON 431 (Required) ANTHR (330
ECON 388, 432, 440, 458, 459 EDLF 362
GEOG 255,271,272,273, 285, 331 GEOG  |285
POLI 340, 346, 348, 352,357,358,387, |HIST 260, 261, 336, 339, 345, 366
444,452,472 POLI 352

Helpful Information

Typical Intro Content Courses: POLI 170 (or POLI 270), POLI 150 (or POLI 250), ECON 110, GEOG 120

Students may want to take ECON 110, MATH 112, and POLI 200 in different semesters.

Students are encouraged to take World Religion (REL C 351) or other global religion classes to fulfill religion electives.

Advanced Writing GE fulfilled by POLI 200 + Capstone (MESA 495, POLI 350 or POLI 370)

Global/Cultural Awareness GE fulfilled by GEOG 120, POLI 150 or POLI 170

Social Science GE fulfilled by ECON 110, POLI 150/170
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