READ AND CONSIDER:  Approximately 2.5 million couples get married in the United States every year.  Some couples get married quickly; other couples take a long time to decide.  Pretend that you work for a marriage counseling service.  Every day people come to you for marriage counseling.  You try to help them choose a husband or wife.  Today, Susan Carson has come to you for advice.  Read Susan’s biography carefully. Help her decide who to marry.

Susan Carson, age 29.  Job:  policewoman, $34,000/year.  Height 5 ft 10 in (152.4 cm), weight 150 lb (68 kg).  Hobbies:  hiking, weightlifting, playing the piano.  Personality:  quiet and shy.  She would like to have children and a happy family.

CONSIDER AND DECIDE:  Susan believes that it is time for her to get married.  She knows five men and all of the men would like to marry her. Which man do you think is most suitable for Susan to marry?  Before talking with your partners, decide and write down your individual preferences (1-5) and the reasons for your choices.

MARRIAGE CANDIDATES:
[bookmark: _GoBack]1. Mike Smith, age 25.  Job:  athletic club director, $22,000/year.  Height 6 ft 3 in (182.9 cm), weight 220 lb (99.79 kg).  Hobby:  weightlifting.  Personality:  loud and social.  Susan says, “I met Mike at the athletic club.  We have a good time weightlifting together.  He’s tall and very handsome, but he’s younger than I am and his salary is not good.  I like his personality.  I think he loves me a lot but sometimes he still looks at other women.  He is not so sure he wants to have children.  What do you think?”
2. Harry Walters, age 32.  Job:  bank manager, $47,000/year.  Height 6 ft (182.88 cm), weight 170 lb (77.ll kg).  Hobbies:  opera, coin collecting.  Personality:  kind and gentle; he loves children and would like a family.  Susan says, “I have known Harry since we were children.  We grew up next door to each other.  Harry is not very good looking but he would do anything for me.  He’s been asking me to marry him for ten years.  He has a very good job but he wants me to quit my job because he thinks it is too dangerous.  I like my job and want to keep working.  What do you think?”
3. Parviz Ghorbani, age 29.  Graduate student, $?/yr.  Height 5 ft 11 in (152.4 cm), weight 165 lb (74.84 kg).  Hobbies:  chess, cars.  Personality: romantic and talkative.  Susan says, “I met Parviz when I gave him a speeding ticket three months ago.  It was love at first sight—his eyes are so beautiful—and when I asked him why he was driving so fast, he began speaking Persian poetry.  I really don’t know much about him.  He says he is going to be a doctor in his country after he finishes studying here.  He says his family is rich.  We haven’t talked about having children.  What do you think?”
4. Paul Nelson, age 47.  Job:  policeman, $42,000/year.  Height 6 ft 4 in (182.88 cm), weight 195 lb (88.45 kg).  Hobbies:  mountain climbing, boating.  Personality:  strong and quiet.  Susan says, “Paul is my boss in the police department.  I know he’s a lot older than I am but he’s so exciting to be with.  He was married before and divorced.  I like him a lot; married life with him would never be boring!  He also has a very nice family and we have a lot of the same friends.  Since he already has children, he doesn’t want any more.  What do you think?”
5. Adrian Tinsley, age 34.  Job:  professor, $52,000/year.  Height 5 ft 7 in (152.4 cm), weight 145 lb (65.77 kg).  Hobbies:  reading and writing.  Personality:  quiet and brusque.  Susan says, “Of all the men I know, Adrian is the smartest.  I met him when I took a criminology class at the university.  He’s very difficult to get to know so he doesn’t have any friends.  I think he likes me because I understand him.  He’s handsome and dresses very well.  He thinks he would like to have children.  What do you think?



