BYU Kennedy Center

INTERNATIONAL STUDY PROGRAMS

PARIS: FRENCH THEN AND NOW

STUDY ABROAD SPRING 2026

For more than a thousand years, the French language has united a people and left its imprint on the landscape. Yet despite its
reputation for rules and order, French has always been defined by variation, change, and conflict. Explore how language has
shaped and been shaped by history in Paris, the capital of the French-speaking world. As you increase proficiency in modern
French through coursework and real-world interactions, you will also discover the why behind the language: what events
influenced its grammar and how speakers continue to flex their linguistic creativity today. We will trace the physical
manifestations of language from ancient Roman inscriptions and medieval manuscripts to graffiti and shop signs across Paris’
multicultural neighborhoods. We will consider intersections between art, culture, and language as we visit jaw-dropping
cathedrals and museums filled with masterpieces. We will also venture further afield: to border city Strasbourg, where
bilingual street signs bear witness of a contested past; to Normandy, where we’ll read the story of Joan of Arc in her own
words; to the palaces of Versailles and Villers-Cotteréts, where kings decreed how a nation should speak; and to sunny
Provence, where southern dialects have flourished and faltered in tension with the north. Join us for a one-of-a-kind adventure
with the language, history, and people of France!

DATES
29 April-6 June 2026 (approx.)

HOUSING
Students will stay with host families in the Paris metro area.

COURSES
Students must enroll in a minimum of 6 credit hours while on this program.

All students must take the following course:
FREN 345/445—Advanced Francophone Culture: Paris Walks (3 credit hours)
This course will include our weekly planning meeting. 445 counts as a French major/secondary major/minor elective.

Students may choose from among the following other courses:
FREN 211/311—French Conversation (2 credit hours)
FREN 321—Advanced French, Part 1 (3 credit hours)
FREN 432—History of French (3 credit hours—the usual prerequisites are waived for this program)



Students may not take any other courses on this program, including BYU Online courses, without approval by the program
director and ISP.

COST
$5,900-6,500

Includes Latter-day Saint undergraduate full tuition (increased cost for graduate and non-Latter-day Saint students), housing,
group transportation on field trips, site entry fees for group visits, some meals, and international health insurance.

Does not include prep course tuition, airfare, most meals, transportation within Paris, or personal expenses.

TRAVEL
Students are responsible for purchasing their own airfare to and from the program sites. Airline reservations must be made
through BYU Travel. Students should contact a BYU Travel agent at 280 HRCB | (801) 422-6293 | travel@byu.edu.

PREPARATION

Accepted students are required to participate in an international cross-cultural preparation course (IAS 201R, 1 credit hour).
This course will be held once a week during the second block of winter semester.

Students must have taken FREN 202 or equivalent or have significant previous French immersion experience.

Students must meet all country- and program- specific COVID and health requirements for travel.

International study programs are physically, emotionally, and mentally taxing and you must be in good health to participate.
These programs often take place in international locations that do not have the same level of safety and services in terms of
transportation, living conditions, residential accommodations, food, public behavior, and policing that you may be used to on
campus. If you have further questions or concerns on this, please see https://kennedy.byu.edu/isp-travel-policy.

FUNDING SOURCES
Regular BYU tuition scholarships, Pell Grants, and Federal Insured Student Loans may be applied to study abroad programs.

Students who submit the financial aid section of the ISP application and who have a current FAFSA form on file at the Financial
Aid Office (A-41 ASB) will be considered for a Study Abroad scholarship.

Academic departments and colleges may assist with scholarships and grants.

Private grants and scholarships outside of BYU may also assist (see kennedy.byu.edu/scholarships).

APPLICATION PROCESS
Students must be 18 years of age or older to participate.

Complete the online application at kennedy.byu.edu/isp-apply. A nonrefundable $35 application fee is required; applicants
will be interviewed once the application is complete.

Students will be notified via e-mail of their acceptance into the program. The first payment is due upon acceptance; please
refer to https://kennedy.byu.edu/isp-payment-information.

Application Deadline: 31 January 2026

FACULTY

Jim Law is an assistant professor of French linguistics in the Department of French & Italian. He specializes in the history and
semantics of the French language.

3137 JFSB | (801) 422-2782 | jimlaw@byu.edu

SCHEDULE AND TIME COMMITMENT

Students may travel on their own before or after the program dates and are expected to participate in all activities for the full
length of the program. Parents are encouraged to visit before or after the program dates as they may not visit during the
program.

INTERESTED STUDENTS SHOULD CONTACT
International Study Programs

101 HRCB | (801) 422-3686

isp@byu.edu | kennedy.byu.edu/isp

PROGRAM ADJUSTMENTS

International Study Programs (ISP) reserves the right to cancel this program, revise its offerings, or make any adjustments to
the preliminary cost. If it becomes necessary for ISP to cancel a program, all program payments made to BYU ISP will be
refunded to the student’s BYU financial account. ISP is the only office authorized to cancel any of its programs.
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