
SPAIN: CAMINO DE SANTIAGO 
A DIALOGUE WITH NATURE, CULTURE, AND THE DIVINE  
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The Camino de Santiago crosses Spain along a path forged in the 11th century when the faithful walked to the place where the 
remains of the Apostle James the Elder (Santiago el Mayor) were believed to have been buried in northwestern Spain. Over the 
centuries, many pilgrims have worked their way across Europe to venerate the remains of the saint. Along the way, they 
shared stories, songs, architectural designs, religious feelings, and language, and for many it was on the Camino that the ideal 
of Christian identity and unity was forged. Those who walk the Camino today experience an unparalleled sequence of 
historical, architectural, and artistic encounters that tell the story of Spain and of Europe. This study abroad will place your 
name alongside other pilgrims who have become part of the Camino legacy. More importantly, Camino is a spiritual journey: a 
journey of self-discovery, of penance, of service, and of camaraderie. Modern-day pilgrims learn about themselves as they 
enter into the human conversation with others along the trail. You learn to appreciate and value the lives and experiences of 
other pilgrims. The result is an increased love of God and humanity.    
 
We will walk the nearly 475 miles of the Camino Francés from Roncesvalles in the Pyrenees to Santiago de Compostela in the 
western province of Galicia. On rest days, we will visit significant locations like the Monasteries of Suso and Yuso (the cradle of 
the Spanish language), the famed cloister at Santo Domingo de Silos and Oviedo with its pre-Romanesque buildings. As you 
walk the Camino, you will collect sellos in your pilgrim credenciales booklet. Upon your arrival in Santiago, you will present 
your credenciales to the Office of Pilgrims where you will receive your compostelana, the certificate awarded to those who 
complete the pilgrimage. At the end of the experience, we will travel to Finisterre (“end of the earth”) where early pilgrims 
often went to collect their seashell as evidence of the completion of their journey. 
 
DATES 
28 April–20 June 2026 (approx.) 
 
HOUSING 
As we walk the Camino, program participants will stay in modest hotels and hostels. 
 
COURSES 
All students will register for the following two courses, which are tailored to deepen the experience of walking one of the 
world’s great religious pilgrimages. Students will learn about over two thousand years of history, religion, art, literature, 
architecture, and society that have made Spain—past and present—a rich crossroad of cultures. 
SPAN 447R—Special Topics in Iberian Culture (3 credit hours) 
SPAN 449R—Special Topics in Spanish Literature (3 credit hours) 



COST 
$7,600–8,100 
 
Includes Latter-day Saint undergraduate full tuition (increased cost for graduates and non–Latter-day Saint students), 
housing, many meals, excursions and transportation within Spain, admissions, and international health insurance coverage. 
 
Does not include airfare, some meals, or personal expenses. 
 
TRAVEL 
Students are responsible for purchasing their own airfare to and from the program sites. Airline reservations must be made 
through BYU Travel. Students should contact a BYU Travel agent. BYU Travel | 280 HRCB | (801) 422-6293 | travel@byu.edu 
 
PREPARATION 
Participants must have completed SPAN 321 or demonstrate equivalent proficiency. Those accepted into the program are 
required to participate in an international cross-cultural preparation course (IAS 201R, 1 credit hour) held during winter 
semester 2026. Part-time BYU students and non-BYU students will need to pay an additional tuition fee. 
 
Students must meet all country- and program-specific COVID and health requirements for travel. 
International study programs are physically, emotionally, and mentally taxing and you must be in good health to participate. 
For this program, participants must be able to walk on average 15 miles per day for 33 days. These programs often take place 
in international locations that do not have the same level of safety and services in terms of transportation, living conditions, 
residential accommodations, food, public behavior, and policing that you may be used to on campus. If you have further 
questions or concerns on this, please see https://kennedy.byu.edu/isp-travel-policy. 
 
FUNDING SOURCES 
Regular BYU tuition scholarships, Pell Grants, and Federal Insured Student Loans may be applied to study abroad programs. 
Students who submit the financial aid section of the ISP application and who have a current FAFSA form on file at the Financial 
Aid Office (A-41 ASB) will be considered for a Study Abroad scholarship. 
Academic departments and colleges may assist with scholarships and grants. Limited scholarships are available to majors and 
minors in the College of Humanities. 
Private grants and scholarships outside of BYU may also assist (see kennedy.byu.edu/scholarships). 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS 
Students must be 18 years of age or older to participate. 
Complete the online application at kennedy.byu.edu/isp-apply. A nonrefundable $35 application fee is required. 
Applicants will be interviewed once the application is complete. 
Students will be notified via e-mail of their acceptance into the program. 
The first payment is due upon acceptance. Please refer to the Payment Information page.  
 
Application Deadline: 1 November 2025 
 
FACULTY 
Alvin Sherman, Professor of Spanish Literature and Culture in the Department of Spanish and Portuguese, and his wife, 
Jannette, have led the Camino de Santiago on two previous occasions (2022 and 2023). Dr. Sherman has taught courses in 
Spanish literature and cultures for the past 35 years. Jannette has an MA in Humanities with an emphasis in Spanish culture 
and literature. The Shermans have led several study abroad programs to Spain. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Dr. Sherman at alvin_sherman@byu.edu or (801) 422-3107. 
 
SCHEDULE AND TIME COMMITMENT 
Students should plan to arrive in Barcelona on 28 April and remain with the program until its conclusion on 20 June in 
Santiago de Compostela. 
 
INTERESTED STUDENTS SHOULD CONTACT 
International Study Programs 
101 HRCB | (801) 422-3686 | isp@byu.edu | kennedy.byu.edu/isp 
 
PROGRAM ADJUSTMENTS 
International Study Programs (ISP) reserves the right to cancel this program, revise its offerings, or make any adjustments to 
the preliminary cost. If it becomes necessary for ISP to cancel a program, all program payments made to BYU ISP will be 
refunded to the student’s BYU Financial account. ISP is the only office authorized to cancel any of its programs. 
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