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The real voyage of discovery lies not in seeking new landscapes but in having new eyes.
--Marcel Proust
TEXTS:	
	Fleischman, Paul. Seedfolks				
            Lightman, Alan. Einstein’s Dreams			
Hacker, Diane. A Pocket Style Manual 
short articles, stories and essays from a variety of sources 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to give you instruction and opportunities in a variety of strategies, genres, purposes, and audiences in order to expand and improve your writing. We will focus on the process of composing and on the interrelationship between reading and writing.  Much of the writing you will do will be based on your ability to think critically, creatively, strategically, and reflectively about personal observations, relationships, and experiences. 

EXPECTATIONS FOR WRITING:
· Learn multiple strategies for writing that help you to become a strategic writer;
· Become confident and comfortable sharing your writing, eliciting feedback, and making your own decisions about what is working and what needs more work in your writing pieces;
· Listen to, ask questions about, and comment on your peers’ writing in ways that help them move the writing forward;
· Produce weekly journal entries of 1-2 pages;
· Compose three formal essays that undergo brainstorming, outlining, drafting, review, and revision for your writing portfolio.
· Determine your progress and growth in English writing by submitting a final reflection based upon the evidence in your writing portfolio.
   	
REQUIREMENTS:

ATTENDANCE:  You are expected to attend class as a great deal of what you learn will be from sharing and responding to each other’s work, primarily in small groups.  If you are not in class, this will not happen. If you miss more than 6 hrs. of class time (including lateness), your grade will be affected. Beyond 4 absences (8 hrs.), you may not receive course credit.

IN-CLASS WRITING NOTEBOOK:  Bring a notebook for in-class writings and exercises. 

READINGS: We will read two class novels together in which you will be required to complete reading assignments for discussion and response.  Shorter readings will be handed out in class.  You will be taught a process for how to annotate text which will aid our class discussions and peer reviews.  You will be required to complete reading assignments and respond to the readings in a variety of ways.  Bring the novel we are reading to every class session. 

JOURNAL ENTRIES:  You will write one journal entry per week of 300-600 words based on an assigned topic. Each entry will receive a score based on six writing traits. For your final portfolio, you will submit your two best journal entries revised.

PORTFOLIO:  Your portfolio will consist of three essays you have written this semester that exemplify your best writing.  Each essay must show evidence of draft work, peer response, revision, and editing for a passing grade (70%).  Each essay should be a minimum of 800 words of polished writing. When placing your work in your portfolio, you will also turn in all drafts, notes, and feedback which illustrate the process you implemented when writing the paper.  All drafts must be legible and final drafts must be typed, double-spaced using New Tmes or Platino 12 font and MLA format.  Organize your portfolio in the way you feel best represents your work and your progress.  Your portfolio should also include your two best journal entries.

FINAL:  In place of a written exam, you will write a reflective essay about yourself as a writer this semester. This essay will serve as an introduction to your portfolio.


PEER RESPONSE:  Each draft of your three essays must be read by one or more peers.   Specific dates for peer response will be put on the course calendar.  You will complete a short summary of your peer responses on each draft and include these in your portfolio.

GRADES: Each requirement has been weighted according to its contribution to course expectations and purposes.  Your grade will be a measurement of how well you complete each requirement.  You must complete every required writing assignment in order to receive a passing grade (70%). Late work will not receive full credit and specific reading assignments will not be accepted after the due date.

	Class participation (daily preparation & in-class writing notebook, 
      contribution to class discussions, small group work & peer feedback)		10%               
Reading Assignments (responses, annotations, graphs on Seedfolks and 
Einstein’s Dreams) 	          								10%
 	Weekly Journal Entries							 	      40%
	Portfolio (3 formal essays with draft, revision, editing)				      30%
            Final Reflection/Introduction to Portfolio						      10%				            
              									  
CALENDAR: A detailed calendar will be sent to you via email after the first class session. 

A professional standard of performance is expected.  Failure to maintain academic ethics/honesty including avoidance of cheating, plagiarism, collusion, and falsification will result in failing the course. Keep all cell phones OFF while in class.   

Problems? Concerns? Questions?  E-mail me or schedule an appointment with me.
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