
Building Local 
Peace Amid  
Civil War:
The Colombian Experience

Christopher Mitchell
Emeritus professor of conflict resolution, Institute for Conflict Analy-
sis and Resolution, George Mason University

Monday, 18 June
1:00 p.m.
238 HRCB
Christopher Mitchell is currently the Drucie French Cumbie Professor 
of International Conflict Analysis at George Mason University in Virginia, 
where he was director of that university’s Institute for Conflict Analysis and 
Resolution from 1991 to 1994. Mitchell continues to work on practical 
and theoretical aspects of peace making processes and has recently 
published articles on the theory of entrapment, on ending asymmetric 
conflicts, and on a multi-role model of mediation. His most recent works 
are Gestures of Conciliation: Factors Contributing to Olive Branches 
(2000) and Handbook of Conflict Resolution: The Analytical Problem-
solving Approach (1996). He has held academic positions at University 
College, London, the London School of Economics, and the University 
of Southampton. Mitchell was appointed Lecturer in the Department of 
Systems Science at the City University in 1973 and became Professor of 
International Relations there in 1983. He joined the academic exodus from 
Britain in the mid-1980s.
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