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•	 Research related to women? Then we have 
a database for you—you won’t want to miss 
this colloquium!

•	 The most comprehensive database on the 
cross-national status of women.

•	 Over 240 variables include those relating 
to women’s health, security, education, 
legal status, and human rights, among 
others.

•	 172 countries

•	 7 scales

•	 Mix of data type including: quantitative, laws, 
practices and customs, interpretive, etc.

•	 Online contribution of data. 

•	 Totally free access!

Principal Investigators (Board of Directors)
Valerie M. Hudson, professor of political science emphasizing in 

international relations, BYU

Chad F. Emmett, associate professor of geography, BYU

Mary Caprioli, associate professor of political science emphasizing 
in international relations, University of Minnesota—Duluth

Rose McDermott, associate professor of political science 
emphasizing in political psychology, University of California—
Santa Barbara

Bonnie Ballif-Spanvill, professor of psychology and director of the 
Women’s Research Institute, BYU

This research is supported by the Women’s Research Institute, the David M. Kennedy 
Center for International Studies, the College of Family, Home, and Social Sciences, the 
Marjorie Pay Hinckley Chair, the Mary Lou Fulton Chair, the Office of Research and 
Creative Activities, the Sorensen Legacy Foundation, Hunt Alternatives, and Ruth Silver.

Valerie M. Hudson is a professor of political science at Brigham Young 
University. Hudson’s areas of research include national security affairs, 
foreign policy analysis, and gender in international relations. She has 
authored numerous publications, including Bare Branches: The Security 
Implications of Asia’s Surplus Male Population (with Andrea Den Boer, 
MIT Press, 2004), which won the Association of American Publishers 
Award for the best book in political science and the Otis Dudley Duncan 
Award for best book in social demography. And she was the recipient 
of the Karl G. Maeser Excellence in Teaching Award. Currently, Hudson 

heads an interdisciplinary research team constructing the WomanStats database, already the 
most comprehensive database on the cross-national status of women.
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