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Jeffrey M. Hovenier served as deputy director of German, Austrian, and Swiss Affairs 
(2002–04). Prior to that, Hovenier served in Vienna, Austria, as the deputy political 
counselor at the U.S. Mission to the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (1998–2002). He was responsible for the Balkans and was the U.S. lead 
negotiator for the 2001 OSCE Bucharest Ministerial document package and the 
Agreement on Stability under Dayton Article V, and represented the U.S. in the OSCE’s 
political-military forum: the Forum on Security Cooperation. Hovenier helped reopen 
Embassy Belgrade in December 2000 following reestablishment of diplomatic 
relations between the U.S. and Yugoslavia and later headed a temporary embassy 
office in southern Serbia to manage the ethnic Albanian insurgency in the Presevo 
Valley. From February to April 2002, he headed the embassy office (now consulate) in 
Podgorica, Montenegro, during the EU’s negotiations to address issues of Montenegrin 
independence. He has also served in Zagreb, Croatia; Asunción, Paraguay; and 
Panama City, Panama. Hovenier received a BA from BYU and a master’s degree from 
Georgetown University. He is fluent in Spanish, Croatian, and German. Hovenier is 
married with four children.
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