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Kirk A. Hawkins joined BYU’s faculty in 2003. Hawkins’ research interests include 
poverty relief programs of the Chavez Research Administration in Venezuela, the 
Círculos Bolivarianos in Venezuela, and political parties in Venezuela. He has 
a book manuscript under review at Cambridge University Press, and his other 
publications include the forthcoming “Dependent Civil Society: The Círculos 
Bolivarianos in Venezuela” in Latin American Research Review (with David R. 
Hansen), “Populism in Venezuela: The Rise of Chavismo” in Third World Quarterly 
(2003), “Bridging Latin America’s Digital Divide: Government Policies and Internet 
Access” in Journalism and Mass Communication Quarterly ( with Eliza A. Tanner, 
2003), and “Sowing Ideas: Explaining the Origins of Christian Democratic Parties in 
Latin America” in Christian Democracy in Latin America: Electoral Competition 
and Regime Conflicts (2003). Hawkins received a BA in international relations 
with Spanish minor (summa cum laude, 1993) and an MA in international and area 
studies (1995) from Brigham Young University, and he received a PhD in political 
science from Duke University (2003).
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