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Zachary S. Elkins joined the faculty at Urbana-Champaign in 2002, where

his research is focused on democracy, national identity, institutional reform,
with an emphasis on Latin America cases, and political methodology. Elkins
also co-directs the Comparative Constitutions Project, which is housed at the
Center for the Study of Democratic Governance at Urbana-Champaign. He is
completing a book entitled Designed by Diffusion: Constitutional Reform
in Developing Democracies. His published articles include “On Waves,
Clusters, and Diffusion: A Conceptual Framework” in Annals of the American
Academy of Political and Social Science (2005) and “The Globalization

of Liberalization: Policy Diffusion in the International Political Economy” in
American Political Science Review (2004), both with B. Simmons; “Are
Patriots Bigots? An Inquiry into the Vices of In-group Pride” in American
Journal of Political Science (with R. de Figueiredo, 2003), and “Gradations
of Democracy? Empirical Tests of Alternative Conceptualizations” in American
Journal of Political Science (2000). Elkins received a PhD in political science
from the University of California—Berkeley.
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