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As the first President of the Seychelles, Sir James Mancham had a ringside seat to view emerging Cold 
War struggles for the control of strategic islands in the Indian Ocean.  He was eventually overthrown in 
1977 in a pro-Marxist coup while on a visit to London.  Sir James is an astute observer of the forces that 
have shaped developing countries and islands, and spawned the breeding grounds of international 
terrorism.  Sir James believes that Seychelles can serve as a model for other countries that are grappling 
with post-colonial divisions amid a unipolar world, and looks at America’s capability to lead the world in a 
campaign against terrorism after September 11. 
 
Sir James shares an informed and informative look at American foreign policy and its ramifications since 
the 1960’s from this island nation's point of view that cover events up to and including the September 11 
terrorist attacks.   His timely insights will help students of contemporary international studies, and the 
general public, to learn how the United States became embroiled in a long term war upon "stateless" 
terrorism. 

 


